Migrating Worlds

Rethinking Southeast Asia through Transnational Connections

This graduate student workshop, organized by the International PhD Program in
Taiwan and Transcultural Studies, examines Southeast Asia and the Sinophone world
through the lens of migration and culture. Scheduled to be held on December 9, 2022 in
National Chung Hsing University, it is part of a special month-long module for the class

“World Literature and Theories of the World,” and follows a series of four talks on

“Migrating Worlds,” which will take place throughout the months of November and
December. These talks discuss the global perspectives of writers, filmmakers, and other
cultural producers who migrate from their countries of origin such as Malaysia, Singapore,
and Indonesia. They also examine the role of Taiwan, Hong Kong, and mainland China in
Southeast Asian literary and cultural production.

The workshop aims to reconceptualize the way we view Asia beyond the nation-
state, emphasizing transnational and mobile connections across places, through cultural
productions. It also serves the goal of introducing students and the wider public in Taiwan
to Southeast Asia, and its rich traditions of cultural production that go beyond borders.
Finally, 1t will demonstrate how we might contribute to international discussions about the
shape and form of the globe, from the vantage point of Southeast Asia and its ethnic
Chinese communities.

We are interested in papers that address the following topics:

+ Transnational cultural connections between places in Southeast Asia, historically
or in the present

* The relationship between literary worlds and migration

* The transmission of media and its accompanying infrastructures (e.g. film and
music festivals)

+ Intellectual histories and cultural productions of Chinese communities in
Southeast Asia

* The Cold War 1n Asia from a migratory and cultural perspective



+ Other related topics
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URL: https://meet.google.com/zbe-epse-asi

Nov. 11| 09:30-11:00
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This Tree is a Witness: Memory, Forgetting and Transregionality between East and

Southeast Asia through Lau Kek Huat’s Cinema

Elizabeth Wijaya &= B8 2
Assistant Professor, Department of Visual Studies and Cinema Studies Institute,

University of Toronto

Abstract 55

In Lau Kek Huat's The Tree Remembers (2019), a man points to a tree and says, “This
tree is a witness” (to the Sino-Malay violence of 13 May 1969). In Lau's debut
documentary Absent Without Leave (2016), childhood recollections on the taboo image
of his grandfather uncovers a familial past bound up with hushed histories of the
Malayan Communist Party. This talk examines the multi-directional frictions between
memory and forgetting alongside the institutional and historical ties between East and
Southeast Asian cinema and propose that the production and exhibition routes of these

films reveal critical transregional entanglements.

Nov. 18 | 15:30-17:00
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Beneath the Red-White Flag: Indonesia, War, and Sinophone modernism

Jessica Tan Li Wen [HfEE)Y

Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese, Lingnan University

Abstract 55

This talk examines the case studies of Sinophone Malayan writer Wei Beihua and
Indonesia-born returned overseas Chinese writer Hei Ying to delineate two trajectories

of Sinophone modernism that have been neglected in literary histories. It argues that



the modernist inclinations of their works need to be contextualized in relation to the
waves of nationalism and dynamic transnational literary connections of post-war
Southeast Asia. It will demonstrate how Wei Beihua’s and Hei Ying’s experiences of
the Japanese Occupation of the Dutch East Indies (1942-1945) and Indonesian War of
Independence (1945-1949) facilitated shifts in their authorial identities and ideological

beliefs, as well as new routes of transculturation.

Dec. 2 | 14:10-15:40
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What is a Mahua Literary Subject?

Nicholas Y. H. Wong T2

Assistant Professor, School of Chinese, The University of Hong Kong

Abstract fH=

This talk considers the Mahua, or Malaysian-Chinese, literary subject as not just a
migrant figure in search of a nation, but first and foremost, a postcolonial or colonial
legal subject. Drawing on examples from historical documents and fiction, I show how
the Mahua literary subject is bound to the legacies of English common law, Chinese
customary law, and Malay-Muslim law. I also examine why writers and historians

perceive Mahua difference or uniqueness (dute xing) according to such frameworks.
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